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Enhancing mobility through
innovation and training

Our Vision:

We are an organisation dedicated to
ensuring that people with disabilities
are supported and better integrated
into their community.

Our intent is to establish a capacity
building framework, supporting
existing associations with essential
equipment, training and local
funding partnerships.

Goals – in Miri, Sarawak,
Malaysia:

1. Form partnerships with existing
disability community organisations
and tertiary hospitals in developing
countries.

2. Provide the necessary equipment
for children and young adults (such
as seating and postural support,
wheelchairs, walking frames and
technology for communication)
registered with disability community
organisations to:

a. Equally and fairly access their
community.

b. Enable them to be integrated
into schools.

c. Ensure they can be properly
seated and supported to eat and
drink in order to receive adequate
nutrition.

d. Prevent them from spending a
lifetime on the floor.

e. Remove the burden on
grandparents, parents and siblings
to a lifetime of carrying their child/
brother or sister around the home
and community.

f. Reduce their pain or discomfort
due to physical deformities.

3. Identify key personnel in these
organisations that can be equipped
with the necessary knowledge and
skills to prescribe and source
equipment to ensure long term
sustainability.

4. Facilitate the set-up of an
equipment clinic with disability
community organisations.

The lack of equipment is often a major barrier
for community integration for people with
disabilities due to cost and lack of specialized
technical support.

Our goal is to form partnerships with local
community disability service providers, to
empower and provide the technical skills and
knowledge that they need.

The long-term financial sustainability of this
program will be ensured through the
formation of local business partnerships
facilitated by Get Equip’d.

Get Equip’d will provide the necessary
expertise through dedicated equipment
programs, which will involve health care
students from Australia.

Get Equip'd consists of therapists with over 15
years of combined experience in the disability
sector in Western Australia.

About Get Equip'd International Projects

Dayna Pool PhD
Senior Physiotherapist Princess 
Margaret Hospital Healthy Strides 
Foundation

Leonardo Gnavi 
Occupational Therapist
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Dr Gavin Hutana 
Paediatrician
(Princess Margaret Hospital)

Christine Colegate
NGO Consultant/Advisor

Get Equip'd Membership
(Active contributors)

5. Ensure existing disability
community organisations in
developing countries are
equipped with the knowledge
and skills required so that they
have similar services and
support as children in Australia
do.

6. Support local teams in
rallying for access and equity
such as the placement of
ramps.

7. Establish a workshop that
can manufacture wheelchairs
and other essential therapeutic
equipment - utilising local
resources and personnel.

The Get Equip'd Hospitality
Program

Many young people with disabilities have a
tremendous amount to offer the
workplace but simply require the
opportunity to get their first job.

In Perth, Western Australia - Get Equip'd
intends on supporting and providing
adolescents and young adults with
physical disabilities, valuable work
experience and training.

Designed to enhance their confidence and
skills, we intend on providing a seamless
transition to the workplace - post
education.

Australian Projects

This unique venture takes place in an
operating restaurant - a practical
environment in which these young
people continue to receive therapeutic
training via qualified therapists and
therapy assistants.

The program will give these young
people the opportunities they need -
whilst providing a safe environment for
their development.

Dr Jane Valentine 
Paediatrician
(Princess Margaret Hospital)
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Miri is a city in Northern Sarawak, Malaysia,
on the island of Borneo. It's the 2nd largest
city in Sarawak with a population of 350,000
and is located in close proximity to Brunei.

Miri mainly relies on it's oil and gas industry
which contributes significantly to the Gross
Domestic Product of Sarawak.

The city is also home to numerous local and
multinational oil and gas companies including
Shell, Petronas and Nippon Oil.

With a diverse ecology and a myriad of flora
and fauna species, four national parks and a
marine national park all located near Miri - it
is often seen as a hub for ecotourism and a
draw for nature enthusiasts.

Despite being rich in both natural
resources and spectacular scenic
landscapes - the people of Miri who live
with disabilities are not able to receive
expert therapy and medical care.

Get Equip'd aims to use Miri as a success
story to model future endeavours in
other developing countries and to bring
about measurable social change.

Miri, Malaysia
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Existing Services:

Pibakis offers a variety of programs 
that involve sessions at the centre 
under the direction of Ms Chong and 
her team of therapy assistants.

The staff at Pibakis are dedicated to 
supporting children with disabilities to 
be better integrated into their 
community, yet are faced with 
considerable financial limitations.

Their efforts are hindered by the lack 
of specialised equipment and training.

Get Equip'd intends on providing this 
expertise.

Local Disability Service Provider

PIBAKIS:

Parents Association of The Special 
Children, Miri.

Pibakis is a non-profit organisation that 
was formed by the parents of chidlren 
with disabilities in 1991.

The program implements government 
initiatives and is assisted by the Social 
Welfare Department.

The government provides minimal 
funding for the centre which is used 
entirely to fund full time therapy 
assistants.
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In 2011, Dayna Pool visited Miri
Sarawak to work with PDK in
developing a staff training
program as well as setting up
therapy treatments for children
with physical disabilities.

During this visit, it became very
apparent that the greatest need was for
essential therapeutic equipment.

“Children of all ages were being carried
in by their parents, siblings or
grandparents. There was simply no
other option to transport their children.

"Many of these children would spend
the entire day on the floor lying on their
back because they did not have a
supportive seat and wheelchair to
enable them to be upright and provide
a means of transportation and mobility
in their own home and city.”

The lack of equipment due to
insufficient financial support and
expertise means that children are often
confined to their home and cannot go
to school to learn like other children
their age.

Get Equip'd will facilitate financial
partnerships between PDK and their
local community. The establishment of
these partnerships are crucial as this
will enable the purchase of essential
equipment not just for now but well
into the future.

Many allied health and medical students
trained in Western Australia have
limited hands on opportunities to work
together in an interdisciplinary way.

Get Equip’d provides the opportunity for
students to be supported with their
learning in the most practical way,
promoting health professionals to work
together for a common goal.

Forming a partnership with positive
mutual outcomes - Get Equip’d
combines the needs from both Miri and
Western Australia. For the children and
families in Miri, it means receiving the
support they so desperately need whilst
staff at PDK develop the necessary
skills to ensure long-term sustainability.

For our students in Western Australia,
the hands on experience will ensure
they have the necessary skills that will
easily translate to enriching our therapy

services and will directly impact and
improve the care of people with
disabilities in Australia.

The combination of years of experience
in this field, training program and
strategic plans makes the partnership
and goals of Get Equip’d in Miri
attainable and achievable.

We envisage PDK being self-sufficient
with the children receiving the
equipment and support they so
desperately need.

Students choosing to do their practicum
through Get Equip'd will have a truly
unique, memorable and positive
experience, coming home with skills
they would not have otherwise had.

Equipment Provision and Training
in developing countries
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Partnering with PDK Miri - Get Equip'd
offers undergraduate Australian University
students the opportunity to do a 4 week
international placement in Malaysia.

Organised by Get Equip'd - students will
have the ability to operate in an inter-
disciplinary environment - an essential
holistic approach to therapy.

This placement gives not only a unique,
valuable experience but is facilitated by
PhD candidate and Senior Physiotherapist
Dayna Pool and Occupational Therapist
Leonardo Gnavi.

This experience offers an opportunity to be
a part of a program that is changing the
local community of Miri.

Establishing a capacity building framework
not only enhances the training of Australian
therapeutic services but leaves a lasting
impact on those who are not as fortunate
as those here in Australia.

Bringing about measurable social change is
the ultimate goal.

Overseas student
placements

Placement Goals
1. To provide a service for Australian
health care profession students (including
physiotherapy, occupational therapy,
speech pathology and medical) to get
better training in the area of disability
services that improves their skills beyond
the opportunities they get here in
Australia.

These opportunities will enable future
health professionals to have experience
in:

a. Working with limited resources and
infrastructure - which will enhance their
clinical reasoning skills.

b. Providing culturally sensitive and
appropriate services. As Australia
becomes increasingly multicultural, this
will ensure all Australians receive fair and
equitable services.

c. Transferrable skills to work in
Australia so they are equipped to
providing therapy and medical care to
our children with special needs upon

graduation.

2. To model the essential
interdisciplinary working relationship.
This will ensure that each child has a
collaborative service between the
different disciplines involved.

"Modelling the essential
interdisciplinary working
relationship....."



Contact Us:

Edward Pool 
Sponsorship/Logistics

Dayna Pool
Therapy Services

Leonardo Gnavi 
Equipment Services

Mailing Address
PO Box 5111       
Canning Vale South   
6155 WA, Australia

http://www.getequipd.com

Your sponsorship or donation will help
ensure that children and families living with
disabilities receive the best care possible.




